Now we are three! Having launched *The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health* in September, 2017, this issue marks our third anniversary. In these crucial early years, we have grown in knowledge and reach, founded a trusted platform for the best practice-changing research and expert opinion, and established our editorial voice, relentlessly advocating for better child and adolescent health and wellbeing. Our earliest aim was to be a truly international journal, serving paediatric, child, and adolescent health communities across the world. In our first 3 years, we have published research from corresponding authors in 84 countries, and our readership spans 234 countries or territories.

Earlier this year, we were delighted to receive our first impact factor (8·543), which ranks us as second in the field of paediatrics. This achievement is a testament to the exceptional quality of our authors\' submissions and the highly valuable contributions from our reviewers. We are proud to have published influential research across almost all paediatric subspecialties and global regions. Our most clinically influential papers include a Canadian trial of Family Integrated Care in neonatal intensive care units, an Australian trial of probiotic and peanut oral immunotherapy, a global study of insufficient physical activity in 1·6 million adolescents, and a clinical practice guideline on managing cancer-related fatigue.

When conceiving the journal, we were intentional about the inclusion of adolescent health as integral to our scope; we thank the many experts in this field for trusting and engaging with us from the outset. Our Viewpoint on the age of adolescence redefined the period as 10--24 years, to be more reflective of the biological changes and social transitions in this important life stage. As a journal, we support youth activism; we have added our voice to those of young people campaigning for gun control, gender equality, and \#BlackLivesMatter. The voices of adolescents themselves are crucial to effecting meaningful change, and we have engaged adolescents in our podcasts on topics ranging from global mental health to experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Our first Editorial stressed that "care of the whole child must reach beyond even multidisciplinary paediatrics", and we recognise that the influence of a journal is much more than an impact factor score or rank. We believe that child health and wellbeing extends outside the clinic, and includes children\'s rights and protection, their access to education, and their family and social environment. We have strived to highlight these wider issues, emphasising the importance of quality early-years education and greater social protection to reduce child poverty. We have worked with global experts to publish in-depth Series and Commissions calling for reforms in the justice system to recognise the health and social determinants of adolescent criminalisation, and advocating for a shift from institutions to family-based care and better child protection systems.

This year, the world is facing an unprecedented global pandemic and we find ourselves at the forefront of an emerging condition: paediatric inflammatory multisystem syndrome temporally associated with SARS-CoV-2 (PIMS-TS) or multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C). From the initial case reports and series, to multicentre studies that enable a deeper understanding of the disease course, we have witnessed how efficiently and effectively the paediatric community mobilised and collaborated to gather and refine knowledge and share best practices, while continuing to care for severely ill patients in very challenging conditions. We feel privileged to have been part of this process.

The COVID-19 pandemic, and its long-lasting physical and mental impact, will no doubt shape the landscape of child health for years to come. As we navigate the territory ahead, we hope that *The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health* will continue to be a vital voice for improving young lives. We look forward to receiving your high-quality trials and research that will positively impact the health and wellbeing of children and adolescents worldwide. We will use our editorial voice to highlight clinical priorities, speak out against social injustices, raise up underserved populations, and shine a light on neglected determinants of poor child and adolescent health. We would love to engage with more young people, hearing and amplifying their voices. The future might look uncertain now, but we firmly believe that through collaborating with our readers, authors, and reviewers, we can publish the best science to drive change and improve the lives of all children and adolescents.
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